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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


BIBLE WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT. 


Ix a note to the review of sermons, &c. on the death of Mr. Owen, 
in the last January number of the Christian Observer, I perceive that 
notice is taken of a communication made by me to the Gospel Advo- 
cate, and inserted in the columns of your work for July, 1822. This 
notice is editorial; is inserted, as the editor remarks, “‘ for the sake 
of correction ;’’ and concludes by saying ‘‘the conductors of the 
Gospel Advocate, we are persuaded, will thank us for furnishing them 
with this brief explanation in reply to their correspondent.” 

In what does this explanation consist? Not in denying the fact as 
stated in my communication, but in ascribing it to a different cause 
from that to which I had ascribed it. ‘* The British and Foreign Bible 
Society,’ observes the editor of the Christian Observer, ‘took its 
bibles as they were currently and customarily issued from the author- 
ized presses, and as they were distributed in all other quarters ; 
among others the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. Long 
before the Bible Society existed, for a period perhaps of a century 
and upwards, by far the greater part of the bibles printed in England 
had been without the marginal readings and references, and the Bible 
Society, in commencing its operations, only conformed to the estab- 
lished practice. Indeed its members had no more the power than 
the will to make innovations of any kind, as the two Universities and 
the king’s printer could alone furnish them with their copies. In the 
course of time, however, when applications were made for bibles, 
with references, they were then provided ; and the society’s cata- 
logue exhibits no Jess than four editions of this description, some of 
which have been several years on its list. ‘The references are those 
of Blayney’s 4to bible, the very standard mentioned by the American 
objector in common with that of 1611.” 

| am sorry that the respectable editor should have given me the 
epithet of ‘‘ the American objector ;” for, when I wrote that commu- 
nication, nothing was farther from my thoughts than the idea of ob- 
jecting to the British and Foreign, or any other Bible Society. My 
only design was to point out a mischievous result from an erroneous 
interpretation of the Bible Society’s motives. I am sure the editor 
is too candid and sincere to deny that such an interpretation has been 
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made by some of the friends of the Bible Society in England ; and I 
can assert, from my own knowledge, that ithas been made in America, 
Immediately after the formation of the American Bible Society, I had 
a conversation with one of the gentlemen most active in its formation, 
in which | expressed the hope that the society would, in their edi- 
tions, publish the marginal translations and references. His reply 
vas, **O, we cannot do that, because we should not then publish the 
bible without note and comment.’? As an evidence that this was not 
his solitary opinion, but that the marginal readings, &c. have been sys- 
tematically omitted, it may not be unworthy of remark, that, since the | 











communication was written on which the editor of the Christian Ob- | 
server has animadverted, | have had a conversation with one of the — 


most distinguished officers of the American Bible Society, in which I | 
observed that if the marginal readings and references were omitted, 
on the plea of publishing without note or comment, then to retain the 
summaries at the head of the several chapters would be inconsistent. 
He replied, immediately, ‘‘ Well, sir, they are not retained. We 
give only the naked text.” 

Now I maintain that in the outset, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, in pledging themselves to publish the bible without note or 
comment, had no other object in view than to produce a universal 
co-operation of Christians in the great cause of spreading the know!l- 
edge of the bible. As it regarded the English version, in particular, 
the dissenters of every name had no jealousy, the Unitarians alone 
excepted, respecting the marginal readings and references. The 
object of the Bible Society would therefore have been gained equally 
as well, if they had published the authcrized version as it came from 
the hands of the translators, or as it was published by Dr. Blayney in 
1769. Now what does the editor of the Christian Observer reply ? 
He says, in the first place, that this practice of stripping the au- 
thorized version of the marginal readings and references, has existed 
in England for more than a century, and that the Bible Society hav- 
ing followed established practice, having received their bibles from 
the authorized presses, are no more to be blamed for this than the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, who have done the 
same. Did | say that they were to be blamed? The object of 
censure is the practice, the existence of which is not denied. If the 
practice be wrong, ils existence for a century, and its having been 
followed by the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge, 
will not make it right. 

But the editor proceeds to state the fact, that four editions of the 
bibie, with references according to Dr, Blayney’s edition, have been 
for several years on the society’s list. 1 rejoice to hear it; and the 
practice of the society proves what I asserted, that when they 
pledged themselves to publish the bible without note or comment, 
they did not mean eitber to reject those marginal readings which are, 
I repeat, integral parts of the version, or those marg “inal references 
which merely assist the reader in making the bible its own inter- 
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preter.* urely my communication ought to have been considered 
as a defence of the British and Foreign Bible Society. It asserted 
that the fundamental rules of the society were not responsible for 
that construction which some of the friends of the society, in theit 
over zeal to meet all the arguments of their adversaries, were willing 
to put upon the phrase ‘‘ without note or comment.’? And when it is 
recollected that this erroneous construction has gained such ground 
as to influence the American Bible Society systematically to omit 
what the British and Foreign Bible Society still retain ; when it is 
recollected, that the restraints by which the members of the British 
society have ‘‘ no more the power than the will to make innovations 
of any kind,” do not exist in this country; when it is recollected 
that even with the checks which happily exist in England, there are 
few editions of the bible which are entirely accurate ; when it is 
recollected that innovations once begun are of uncertain extent, and 
that they tend to destroy our confidence, with regard to the integrity 
of the version, and the fidelity of the publishers; when all these con- 
siderations are recollected, it must be seen, | think, that some warning 
on this subject was necessary. I rejoice that it has attracted the no- 
tice of the editor of the Christian Observer; and I am _ persuaded 
that when he reads my communication again, which I earnestly hope 
he will do, it will be seen in a very different light from that in which 
he appears to have regarded it. ‘The warm excitement of party fee!- 
ing which prevails in England, between the friends of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and the friends of the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Christian Knowledge, causes them to be exceedingly jealous of 
every thing on the subject which does not come arrayed in their own 
uniform, and furnished with their own watchword. The editor 
of the Christian Observer is a centinel upon duty defending the out- 
posts of the Bible Society ; and though it may be very well for him 
io shoot at every Englishman who does not immediately answer his 
gui vive, 1 hope he will remember that we American Episcopalians 
are to be considered in the light of those friendly, though unfortunate 
foreigners, who are sometimes fired at because they have ventured 
too near the lines of the belligerents, but who are not the less friend- 
ly, because they do not understand the language or the reason of the 
differences of the contending parties. F, 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Curist1ans often mourn the loss ofa devout spirit. They are asham- 
ed at the reluctance with which they fall upon their knees, and at 


* If it be consistent with the fundamental principles of the society to admit 
on their list, four editions of the description contended for; would it not be equally 
consistent to admit four hundred or four thousand 2 Would it not be equally 
consistent to follow no other practice, and to permit no other copies to be issued 
from their depository than such as were exact re-impressions of the standard 
edition of the authorized version ? 
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the alacrity with which they rise from them. They complain that 
their devotions are spiritless and unacceptable to God, and tedious 
and uninteresting to themselves. 

Led away captive by satan, they have no heart to sing “ the 
songs of Zion.’ The praises of God * languish on their tongues,” 
prayer is a burden, and intercession, instead of being expressive of 
spiritual sympathy, becomes a mere habit of praying for those whom 
they periodically recollect. Comparing these unhallowed offerings 
with the ‘ effectual fervent prayers’’ of the righteous man, they dis- 
cover a deplorable deficiency, and partly with despair, and partly with 
desire, they exclaim, * O that I were as in months past, as in the days 
when God preserved me, when his candle shined “a. a my head, and 
when by his light I walked through darkness.” (Job xxix. 2.) 

Those who make these complaints, have doubtless neglected, or 
hastily performed, their devotions, for such a length of time, that their 
affection for the object of them has ceased, and’a kind of listless in- 
difference has succeeded, which is to the vigorous exercise of devout 
feelings, what the feeble appetite of sickness is to the keen relish of 
health. ‘Fhey have allowed the world to assume an importance 
which its Creator never intended it should : they have been deluded 
by a power which their own imaginations have created, and daz- 
zled by a light which their own sensual desires have enkindled. 
Religion has not, however, lost all its influence over them, but is al- 
lowed still alternately with the world, to exert it.~ This divided life 
is, in every possible view, irrational and unhappy.~ When they are in 
the world, conscience, true as their shadow to follow them, breaks in 
upon their vain amusements, and interrupts them. When they are 
in the duties of religion, the-wortt drives away devotion, and leaves 
a thoughtless and formaVservice. Thus they resemble a race of be. 
ings that should live midway between earth and heaven; who, having 
no joys of their own, are permitted to witness, but never to possess, the 
happiness of the one, and the ‘ vain glory” of the other. It is safe- 
ly affirmed of such persons that they are miserable. They may ap- 


» pear the reverse of this ; externally they may be happy and gay ; all 


without may be bright ;—but that little unknown world within, which 
once the sun of righteousness enlightened, is now dark as night; and 
even its reflected light which caused their faces ‘‘ to shine,” is now 
withdrawn. ‘They have no confidence to carry their wants to God, 
and no expectation of relief from any other source. They are empty, 
but not hungry, and feverish, but not thirsty. Spiritless, and void of 
motive, they go through the duties of life. + 

There are doubtless many Christians who have not so entirely lost 
the spirit of devotion, but whose religion is nevertheless joyless, 
who have ceased to experience that ‘* peace which passeth under- 
standing.”? These persons ceased not to pray, to read the scriptures, 
to attend church, to converse on religion, and to give alms. But 
they are not conscious that all these are so many taxes levied to quiet 
conscience, and to leave them the rest of their time unmolested. 
These are the wretched ones who can pass whole days together with- 
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out missing the * light of God’s countenance,” who are willing to 
leave the ‘‘ joys of his salvation’? to-amy-who desire them. These 
are the wretched ones, ‘‘ whose hearts, though deserted, cannot ache ;” 
who have not the power of mourning for their state. These classes of 
undevout Christians are not only in a state void of all rational and 
elevating happiness, but they are in a state of positive peril. 

Many, if not most, of the inconststencies of Christians, arise from the 
absence of a devout spirit. ‘The Christian, who is not delighted to 
pray, will bave no interest to *‘ watch ;” and the moment he discon- 
tinues **to watch,” he ceases to live a “life of faith,’? he lowers 
his standard of holy living, he loses sight in himself of any evidences 
of a renewed heart, and gradually falls intoa state of cold indif- 
ference. ‘I'his state of feeling prepares him, at every periodical ree 
turn of painful reflection, to give ear ‘ to false doctrine.” “ There is 
nothing, which so surely disposes a man for renunciation of }the_doc- 
trines.of-the Gospel, as a continual consciousness that his conduct is 
not such as is required by them.,~ It is rarely the case that churches 
or individuals renounce the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, 


_ until these doctrines become troublesome by the reproofs they sug- 


gest. A person in the communion of the Church has more to fear 
from the loss of a devout spirit than anotfer. ‘The Church has pro- 
vided no services fit to convey to heaven the spiritless devotion of 
the worldly worshipper. She has framed a liturgy which is intended 
toclothe the humble confessions, the ardent desires, and the fervent in- 
tercessions of pious souls, who wish to begin on earth, what is to be 
completed in heaven. The Church has adapted all her services to 
one simple but grand object ; to prepare her children, by the con- 
tinual exercise of worship on earth, for that temple ‘whichis eter- 
nal in the heavens.” Let not the undevout worshipper imagine then 
that he is in the way of such preparation. No! were he admitted 


' to that * blessed company” he could not take up the “song of 


Moses and the Lamb ;” and his very silence would condemn him to 
be banished from the place. On the contrary, the devout worshipper, 
the moment he is admitted into ‘* the gate of the New Jerusalem,” 
will join that song, he has so often sung on earth ; and with what rap- 
ture will he hear its notes swelled and prolonged by the voice of 
angels ! 

How important then to our happiness, our safety, and our future 
glory, is the possession of a devout spirit ! How earnestly should we 
seek it, and how carefully cherish it. Let every rational Christian 
then strive to pray devoutly ; and let every rational Churchman 
strive to increase his devout affections, that he may be able to fill 
the expressions he finds in our liturgy. 

Many cautions against losing this spirit, and many means to pre- 
serve it, might be proposed for the consideration of those who feel 
the force of these remarks ; but our limits will confine us to a few 
of the least obvious, but not the least important. 

One of thé most important cautions is, never to undervalue devotion. 
The attention of man should be directed first to what is most impor- 
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tant, and, when that is accomplished, next to objects of inferiour im- 
portance. The concerns of the soul ave, without dispute, the most 
important. ‘* For what is a man profited, if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul? and what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” It was in answer to these plain but infinitely unequal 
comparisons, that a good man once charged his friend, first, to take 
care of his soul ; next of his body ; and then, if he had any time left, 
to discharge his various secular duties. “Prayer has been called the 
breathing of the soul,and is therefore as vital to the divine life, as in- 
haling the air is vital to the life of the body. If, then, a man would 
not be profited though he gained the whole world, and yet lose a 
devout spirit, how careful should he be never to undervalue it. 
Another caution of equal, if not greater importance, is, to beware 
of the interruptions of satan. ‘The machinations of this “ prince of 
darkness” are almost sensible. He seems to make peculiar efforts to 


destroy the prayers of the saints. When a Christian is‘at_bis devotions, 


some plan of aggrandizement is spread before bis fancy, in novel and 
brilliant colours ; some duty long neglected assumes new impor- 
tance ; some improvement in business, or some subject for speculation, 
is presented: or, if the mind be too serious for this, some plan of 
benevolence never before thought of ; to a minister, some text of scrip- 
ture, opened and divided for study, is proposed: if the mind is still more 
solemn, resolutions of amendment of life, topicks for self-reproof and self- 
examination, are suggested : | , enthusiastick views of God’s espe- 
cial favour, assurances of his wAynegiate attention to their requests, new 
interpretations, and new applicajéns of scripture. What is remarka- 
ble about all these suggestions, is their evanescent character. The 
moment the Christian rises from his devotions, or leaves the temple 
of God, all these plans, speculations, and assurances, take flight or 
sink in importance ; and he wonders they should have occupied him. 
But he wonders only until he begins to pray again. 

We would not confound sinful negligence, or irregularity of thought, 
with the temptations of satan. There can be little doubt but many 
a prayer is lost by these faults in Christians. But when new and 
unexpected thoughts arise, when a man can think on a subject of in- 
terest more logically and more lucidly while at prayer, than while he 
gives his whole mind to it, he may suspect the interruption of satan. 

This must be guarded against by the devout Christian; and he 
must resist the entrance of such thoughts in his mind. He must 
remember that this interruption is the effect of some previous heed- 
lessness, rather than of any real dominion which satan possesses over 
the human mind. He sees the low state of religious affection ; he 
sees the high state of worldly conformity, and the undue importance 
attached to worldly things ; and therefore enters the mind, as an 
enemy enters a city without walls. We should not only defend our- 
selves against the attack of our spiritual enemies, but we should make 
some exertions to présétve-dexotional feetmgs. 

“It is of the first importance that our devotional exercises be inter- 
esting. That religion, whose ‘* ways” are not “ pleasantness”’ and 
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“ peace,” is not the religion of the gospel, If a mam has embraced 
the true religion, his devotions should be interesting. 'They must be 
performed in such a manner that the recollections of them will be 
pleasing, and the recurrence to them inviting. There should be 
no horrours about our closets. We should never punish ourselves 
with ** long prayers,” or painful postures, Our places of devotion 
should be the most retired, but the most convenient and the most 
comfortable apartments in our houses. Our exercises should not be 
too long. If sacred musick animates us, we should sing a hymn. 
If the beauties of nature elevate our thoughts, we should view them. 
If reflection best disposes us for communion with God, we should 
enjoy it. If the sound of our own voice quickens our devotion, we 
should pray aloud. Whatever has a tendency to connect with our 
devotions associations of pleasure, of the holiest kind, should not 
be disregarded’ ~|) . yr 

Prayer is a distinguished mark of God’s gracious favour. Those, 
whom he permits to be oftenest near his throne, are his peculiar 
favourites. Those who attend his court with reluctance, and remain 
with restlessness, receive from him no marks of favour. We should 
think, then, of the millions on earth, who are daily approaching the 
‘* throne of grace,” and feel that he is most blest who is oftenest 
there. 

It is equally important that our devotional feelings should be habitual. 
There is a great difference between praying occasionally, and a con- 
tinual flow of devout feelings. It is conceivable that a man may ‘“ say 
his prayers,”’ for years, and yet never, during the whole period, expe- 
rience devout feelings. A devout spirit must get into the very consti- 
tution of his soul, ifhe would master the ‘“ewesse of our fallen 
nature,” and offer accepiable worship to God. He must cherish that 
frame of mind which will enable him, although engaged in his secular 
duties, to comply with the apostolick injunction, and ** pray always.” 
His mind should be always prepared ‘‘ to converse with God.” . That 
sweet expression, “ walking with God,” conveys the same idea. 
The patriarch was éver prepared to turn his thoughts to God, to 
thank him for every mercy, to implore him for all his wants, to fly to 
him in all his temptations, and to have him ‘ in all his thoughts.” 

Such habitual devotion produces ejaculatory prayer. And this sudden 
and momentary direction of the thoughts to God is of great importance 
to the Christian. There are so many situations of temptation, when 
the mere lifting of the eye to God will impart strength to the dying 
resolution; there so many moments ‘‘ rich in blessing,” when the 
heart should utter its swelling emotions, and be ennobled by the ex- 
pression of its own gratitude ; there are so many pangs ‘which are 
relieved by offering this short petition, ‘‘ Father, thy will be done,” 
that our devotions should be hadztual, as well as interesting. 

In reflecting upon the unhappy and perilous condition of the un- 
devout worshipper, who would not be willing to bestow, upon the ac- 
quisition of a devout spirit, all that watchfulness and attention which 
so excellent a grace requires. In reflecting upon the pure rational 
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and exalting pleasure of a devout mind, who would not adopt the lan- 
guage of the pious Cowper, 


O for a closer walk with God! 
A calm, a heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 


Q. 


———— 


SERMON.—No. XXVIII, 


Hosea x. 12. Sow to yourselves in righteousness; reap in mercy ; 4 
break up your fallow ground ; for it 1s time to seek the Lord, till he | 


come and rain righteousness upon you. 


Mvcu figurative language is used in holy scripture, and some- 
times in such a way as to obscure the meaning of the inspired 
writers. But, when the language is explained, it exhibits the senti- 
ments in greater variety and beauty, and fixes them more strongly 
upon the mind. May this observation be verified, while we attempt 
to explain, enforce, and apply the exhortation of the prophet in the 
text. ‘*Sow to yourselves in righteousness; reap in mercy ; break 
up your fallow ground ; for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come 
and rain righteousness upon you.” 

I, We will consider, first, the duty enjoined, ‘‘Sow to yourselves 
in righteousness,” &c. These three expressions are explained by the 
prophet, as implying together, that we should ‘seek the Lord.” 
But, taken separately, they point out the particular manner, in which 
we should seek him. 

i. We should * sow to ourselves in righteousness,’ should seek 
in the performance of his will. In worldly things, no man expects 
to reap, unless he has sown. Nor does any one expect wheat, where 
he has sown some other grain. But in spiritual things people are 
more unreasonable in their expectations. Almost every one is look- 
ing for a blessing, whether he has used any means to obtain it or not. 
Ask the people around you, my hearers, the most careless, the most 
dissipated, and the most abandoned, whether they are expecting to go to 
heaven, and they will generally answer in the affirmative, though they 
do not pretend to have taken a single step in the way of religion. 
The man who indulges in profaneness, in intemperance, in fraud, in 
debauchery, expects to obtain the favour of God by some means or 
other. St. Paul, however, teaches a different lesson; ‘* whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall be also reap.” ‘‘ If he sow to the flesh, he 
shall of the flesh reap corruption.”” [fhe spend his days in vanity 
and sin, and uses no means to seek the Lord ; if he sows no seeds of 
grace, and brings forth no fruits of righteousness; if he never lays 
the foundation of repentance from dead works, nor rises to newness 
of life ;—he shall obtain no blessing; he shall receive no mercy. 
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If, then, we would have a joyful harvest at the great day; if we 
would come with joy, and bring our sheaves with us; let us not be 
provoking God by a life of negligence and sin. Let us turn unto 
him in the way of righteousness. Let our hearts be humbled in the 
dust for our transgressions. Let us endeavour not only to keep the 
duties of the law, but the duties of the gospel, and be faithful in do- 
ing the whole will of God, without gainsaying, and without reserve. 

2. I would observe again, that we should “‘ reap in mercy ;”’ we 
should seek the blessing in dependence upon the mercy of God. It 
is ** not by works of righteousness of our own, but according to his 
mercy that he saves us.” As there are many who hope to find with- 
out seeking, so there are many, who imagine that they make God 
their debtor by their good works, and who expect to merit the re- 
ward by their virtuous deeds. And, unfortunately, such people are 
not always the most virtuous people neither. As to real holiness, 
they know nothing about it. But the true Christian’s reward must 
be of grace, and not of debt. Though he is to ** sow in righteousness,” 
yet he must not depend upon his righteousness for a harvest ; he can 
reap only in mercy, in humble dependence on the grace and mercy of 
God, through the merits of a gracious Mediator. Such sinful creatures 
as men are, may deserve evil of their Maker, but they cannot merit or 
deserve good. Death is the wages of sin; it isa reward justly due 
to sinners for their transgressions. But, on the contrary, life is not 
the wages of righteousness; it is not to be purchased by any good 
works that we can do, fi Alt our righteousness, of itself, is as filthy 
rags ;’’ foul-in its nature, and insuflicient to cover our nakedness; our 
best deeds are mixed with sin, and deserve evil rather than good ; 
and, therefore, if we obtain the blessing, it is only through grace; it 
is the unmerited gift of God through Jesus Christ. We must, then, 
‘reap in mercy,’’—‘‘ not having our own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but the righteousness which is of God by faith.’’ 

3. But further, we must ‘* break up the fallow ground.” We must 
seek, with a due preparation of heart to receive the blessing. It 
would be in vain for man to sow his seed on fallow ground, not broken 
up. The very rains from above would be of no service, if the ground 
were not broken up, and the weeds and grass destroyed, and the 
seed buried in the soil. The husbandman is fully sensible of this, 
and prepares his field accordingly. Would to heaven we had all as 
much wisdom in spiritual things! The seed of God’s word will make 
no impression upon the soul, unless it is broken and harrowed up by 
the Divine law. The heart must be completely humbled by a sense 
of its unworthiness, and every weed -and root of self-righteousness 
must be torn up and destroyed, before the true seed can find any 
place. ‘Till the law has been exhibited in its full power, and shown 
the sinner his condemnation, the way of salvation by grace will ap- 
pear foolishness to him ; be cannot receive nor understand the things 
of the Spirit, because he has no spiritual discernment. It may be 
thought absurd and paradoxical, that we must be diligent in work- 
ing: righteousness, and after all must depend upon mere mercy. 
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But yet such is the truth of the gospel ; and the deluded, wandering, 
prodigal soul will be sensible of it, when it really comes to itself. 
Wien it is suitably humbled by a view of the spirituality and extent 


of the Divine law, it becomes willing to submit to the righteousness of 


God. It renounces all pretensions to any merit as goodness of its 
own, and delights to receive the blessing asa free gift. It counts all 
things but loss for the excellency of Christ, that it may be found in 
him, and clothed in his righteousness. And yet, at the same time, it 
does not forget the necessity of good works ; it endeavours to become 
pure and holy in all its exercises, and to produce a pure and holy 
conduct. The true Christian, though he depends wholly upon grace 
for pardon and salvation, yet is anxious to purify his conduct and 
live a holy life; he feels under the same obligation to obedience, as 
though every thing depended upon his own works. He feels himself 
dead to the law by the body of Christ, that through him be may 
bring forth fruit unto God. ** Through the law he is dead to the law, 
that he may live unto God.” 

If we would ‘* truly seek the Lord,” we must ‘* break up the fallow 
ground” of the beart in a deep conviction of sin; we must reap in 
mercy,” by an humble dependence on Divine grace; and we must 
“sow in righteousness’’—must perform a faithful obedience to the 
Divine will. That is, we must repent of our sins, put our trust in 
God’s mercy through Christ, and live holy and righteous lives. 

I]. To impress these things more strongly on our minds, let us 
consider now the arguments by which they may be enforced. ‘Tas- 
sing by other considerations, we will dwell upon the urgency of the 
duty and the certainty of success. ‘‘ It is time to seek the Lord, till 
he come and rain righteousness upon you.” 

1. The urgency of the duty; “it is time to seek the Lord.” 
At the proper season, the husbandman goes forth to till and sow his 
ground, sensible that if he then neglects he shall have reason to re- 
pent in the day of harvest. He knows, that unless his field is culti- 
vated and sown at the proper time, he has no reason to expect a bless- 
ing. We ought to be equally sensible of the necessity of breaking 
up the fallow ground of the heart, and sowing the seeds of grace in 
their proper season. It is now time, my friends, for these gracious 
exercises ; ‘it is high time to seek the Lord.”’ ‘* Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation.” Are we advanced in years? 
Are our locks whitened, or our faces furrowed with the marks of age ? 
Surely we have no time to.lose. It is important that we should im- 
mediately be attending to every thing necessary for our final welfave. 
Our days are principally gone, and we have perhaps hitherto neg- 
lected the most interesting business of life, Our years are going 
rapidly, and will soon be past; soon we shall go the way whence we 
shall not return. My more aged hearers, are you not astonished that 
you have so long delayed that most necessary work of preparing for 
a better world? Your feelings are becoming more bardened, more 
difficult to be impressed with religious considerations ; even if your 
days should be prolonged, you will find it more hard, more difficult, 
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more impossible, to take up the subject and make any improvement 
in it. The Spirit of God has been so long opposed, that it is with- 
drawing its influence ; and the day of probation will soon be past, 
and every privilege lost forever. For the aged, then, * it is high time 
to seek the Lord.” 

It is also a favourable time for those who are in early life. What 
time so fit for religious consideration as youth? Then we have no 
vicious habits rivetted upon us. Then our consciences are not seared, 
our minds are not distracted with worldly cares, but are tender and 
pliable, and susceptible of serious impressions, This is the most 
precious season of life, because ii is the seed time for all the rest, and 
even for the life to come. In almost every case those who neglect 
religion in youth, neglect it through life, and lose its blessings for ever. 
In youth, then, it is time to seek the Lord ; and dreadfully alarming 
is the case of those, who put it off to their advanced years. They 
inay live yet many years; and they may be cut off in a short time. 
They can suffer no loss by an early attention to religion; but they 
may suffer an inconceivable loss by neglect. Let nothing then hin- 
der them from improving the precious moments, and laying up a 
treasure for the remainder of their days, and for the life to come. 

If any feel their minds seriously impressed, it is then, in a peculiar 
manner, a ‘‘tiine to seek the Lord.” ‘The desire they feel is an 
evidence that God is waiting to be gracious. It is an evidertce, that 
he is stretching out his hand; that he is knocking at the door of 
their hearts; that he is actually working in them, and standing 
ready to receive them. The moment, then, is extremely critical ; on 
the decision of the present moment, may depend the destinies of 
eternity. Now an effort should be made as though every thing was 
at stake; the Divine aid should be implored, and the soul should be 
cast entirely upon the Divine mercy ; and every faculty of the mind 
should be put in vigorous exercise, to turn from sin, and submit to 
offered grace. If the present moment is neglected, there is no 
promise of another. Ifthe present impressions are allowed to sub- 
side, and the present convictions suffered to wear off, it may be the 
last time. The Spirit will not always strive ; its influences may be 
withdrawn and cease to operate, and we know not that they will ever 
return. How important, then, to redeem the time! How necessary 
to arouse at the moment, and make use of every means: now, while 
the fallow ground is in some measure broken up; while the heart is 
moved and impressed, the seed should be sown, which may produce 
an abundant harvest of grace and glory. ‘+ It is time, my friends, to 
seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.’’ 

2. These last words show the certainty of our succeeding, if we 
seek in the way here commanded. ‘The husbandman knows, that 
however diligently he may sow his seed, if it be not watered hy 
suitable rains, his labour will be wholly lost. Yet still, though he 
cannot command the showers, he performs his labour, and sows his 
seed, trusting that God, in mercy, will bestow a blessing. We have 
indeed no promise that our worldly labours shall be prospered ; but 
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we sow in hope, and in general the Lord is gracious. But, in spiritual 
things, we have an absolute promise, that he will prosper our en- 
deavours, and that *‘ to him that soweth in righteousness shall be a 
sure reward.”? There shall be a sure reward both of grace and glory. 
‘** He will come and rain righteousness upon us.”? Every man that 
is acquainted with himself, and has a just view of the Divine law, 
knows that he has need of righteousness to justify him before God, 
and fit him for heaven. He sees that he has no such righteousness 
of his own, and that the Lord only can rain it upon him. Such is the 
case with us all. Do we then feel that we need something to justify 
us? We must seek it of him, who will clothe the humble believer 
with the garments of salvation, and cover him with the unspotted 
robe of the Redeemer’s righteousness. He will pardon all our sins 
through the Saviour’s merits, and accept us in the beloved. He will 
impute to our souls the righteousness of his Son, and accept it on 
our behalf. We must not only be stripped of our filthy garments of 
sin, which is to be done by the Redeemer’s sufferings ; but, lest we 
should be found naked, we must be clothed with the justifying robe, 
which is to be done by his all-perfect righteousness. His sufferings 
and righteousness both together constitute his merits; and by these 
merits we are to be pardoned and justified. But all this will still be 
insufficient, unless our souls are purified, and fitted for the joys of 
heaven. Do we then feel, that we need an inward righteousness, 
to make us meet for the inheritance of the saints? We must apply to 
the same gracious Redeemer, who bas promised this blessing to his 
people. ‘*A new heart willl give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you. And I will take away your stony heart, and give you 
a heart of flesh ; and ye shall keep my commandments, and be my 
people, and I will be your God.” And he will not give us these 
blessings in small measure; but ‘ will rain down righteousness,” in 
copious showers, upon us. He will give us ‘an abundance of grace, 
and of the gift of righteousness,” sufficient to supply all our wants, to 
strengthen us against all temptations, and sustain us under all our 
trials, to carry us victoriously through the Christian warfare, and bring 
us in triumph to the kingdom of glory. Let us then be encouraged 
with the prospect of success. None ever “‘ sought him in vain ;” if 
we seek him in time, he will come and rain righteousness upon us. 

Let us apply the subject to ourselves. 

We should lose no time, my friends, in breaking up the fallow 
ground of the heart. This is the first work to be done ; and, while 
it is neglected, nothing else can be done, to any benefit or advantage. 
We need not be told, how necessary it is, in husbandry, to break up 
the ground before sowing the seed ; and a little acquaintance with the 
hardness and sinfulness of the human heart, by nature, will show the 
necessity of breaking up and cultivating the soul, in the same thorough 
and vigorous manner. ‘Though we bold forth the word of life from 
week to week, and take diligent pains to sow the sacred seed; yet 
we have the grief to see, that it falls upon the surface, and never takes 
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any rootin the heart. And the reason is, because the fallow ground 
has not been broken up. The soil is overrun and bound down with 
worldly affections, so that the seed makes no impression, And so it 
will continue, till the law is opened in all its spirituality, and applied 
in its awful sanctions. The soil must be broken; the feelings must 
be harrowed up with a sense of sin ; the conscience mugt be con- 
victed of its guilt, and the soul must be humbled for its transgressions, 
before there can be any room for planting and cultivating the Christian 
graces. Let us then diligently study the Divine law; see how sinful 
we have been, and what a great work must be done before we can be 
true Christians. Let us try ourselves by the unerring rule of God’s 
commandments. Let us bring our actions, words, and thoughts to that 
perfect standard of holiness, and see how greatly we fall short, and 
how grievously we have sinned. And as our minds are darkened by 
sin, so that we cannot see our sinfulness in all its aggravated colours, 
let us pray God to open our eyes, to move our hearts, and stir up our 
feelings by the influence of lis Spirit. As we cannot take a single 
step in the great work, any farther than we are aided by Divine 
grace, let us entreat the Father of mercies to break up the fallow 
ground, and make it productive of heavenly fruits.. O let us pros- 
trate ourselves at the throne of grace. There let us use the most 
earnest importunity. There Jet us pour forth our prayers, our tears, 
our most devout supplications, with the most determined resolution 
never to give over our entreaties, till the Lord come and rain righ- 
teousness upon us, Jf we take this course, and pursue it, we shall 
finally prevail ; he will smile upon us, and bless us ; he will grant us 
the riches of his grace here, and the fulness of joy hereafter. 
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—_—_——— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Diep, in Charleston, South Carolina, on the 18th February, 1823, 
the venerable and extensively beloved Mrs. Mary C. Gregory. 

At her interment, one of the clergy addressed the mourners as 
follows : 

It is not usual, and in general it is unadvisable, to make funeral 
addresses. It is not probable that I shall ever deem it proper, at 
any burials hereafter, to add any thing to that excellent service which 
our Church has provided. But the present occasion is, in many re- 
spects, a singular one, and | trust | may be indulged in the expres- 
sion of my feelings, by a few remarks. 

Our dear deceased friend had not for some years worshipped in 
this church. She had found a seat in St. Paul’s, more convenient 
under her increasing infirmities, and, having been a great benefactor 
to that church, she felt a natural solicitude in every thing connected 
with it. But for the greater part of her life, she was a member of 
this flock, and we would be pained to think that she had removed 
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from it for any other considerations than those which have beey 
mentioned. She was an honour and a blessing, not to any particula: 
flock, but to the Christian church, indeed | may say tv the commu- 
nity in general. Where shall we find another so holy, so disinterest- 
ed, so bountiful, and yet so humble ? She lived not to herself. She 
lived to God, and for charity. For some time she has been unable 
to go up to the courts of the Lord. But I doubt not she was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day. Absent in body, her mind, her heart, was 
with her God, and his people assembled to praise his holy name, 
and to promote the concerns of the immortal soul. Few persons 
valued more highly than she did the privileges of the Lord’s house 
and table. So long as health would permit, she was a constant atten- 
dant, and how deeply she entered into the duties of the holy place 
let those attest who have witnessed her deportment, and have listened 
to the still, small, and yet fervent voice of her prayers and praises. 
Solicitous that the high privileges of the sanctuary might be enjoyed 
by all, she was the generous patron of several churches ; contributing 
to their erection, their improvement, and the maintenance of their 
clergy. ‘To St. Paul’s church in particular, in this city, she appears 
to have been never weary in well doing. That the poor might have 
the gospel preached to them was an object near her heart; and for the 
special accommodation which they enjoy in one of our churches to 
her are they principally indebted. To the clergy, she was a sincere, 
a considerate, and constant friend. Many of them have been cheered 
by her affectionate attentions. Some of them have been partakers 
of her bounty, and all of them, [ doubt not, have been blessed by her 
prayers. She was a well-informed Christian, It was delightful to 
listen to her pious conversation, in which the sacred text was naturally 
interwoven; and her powers seemed to take a higher flight, when her 
mind turned to the efforts now prosecuted, with so much zeal, for the 
conversion of the nations. 

Eminently did this excellent lady exhibit her faith by her works. 
No object of publick utility, no endeavour to propagate religion, no 
design for the benefit of the poor, in short, no poor individual, was 
ever brought to her notice without exciting her most lively sympathy. 
No almshouse, no hospital in our city, was ever more visited by those 
who needed assistance, than was her residence. Perhaps no poor per- 
son ever lived any length of time among us, without hearing of Mrs. 
Gregory. ‘To her, the good and tbe cold-hearted habitually referred 
the applicant.“ She never turned a listless ear to the complaints of 
her fellow sinners. Are you sick, houseless, hungry? I will provide 
for you, and your family. Are you able to labour? I will endeavour 
to find employment for you. Have you children? Send them to 
school, and I will pay for their education. Are you too infirm to 
serve yourself? My servant shall belong to you, only treat her kindly. 
These are facts. O that God would put it into the hearts of the 
many wealthy ladies in our city to emulate this bright example! 
Ah what will become of those poor now! May her mantle fall upon 
some one equally competent to the noble undertaking. Such charac- 
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ters are not only valuable, they are necessary. We have faith that 
divine Providence, who has greatly afflicted our city, by this event, 
wit, and he alone can, raise up another such instrument of beneficence. 
In this wicked world, the cause of piety and charity needs, constantly 
needs, such helpers. How desolate would be the scene around us, 
without some such lights! How common the fate of Sodom and Go. 
morrah, if there were not such persons to intercede with God! 

I know that this is not the place for praising mortals. Death, which 
reminds man of his sinfulness, which brings him to the dust, is not a 
suitable occasion for commendation. But the scriptures record it of 
John that “he was a just manand a holy ;”’ and we have therefore 
a safe example in speaking of the good works of the departed Chris- 
tian, not. to honour the dead, but to benefit the living. In a world 
where piety and charity and meekness are so rare ; where motives to 
resist the power of temptation, and to exalt the character, are con- 
stantly needed ; where men are so much more influenced by example 
than by precept, it would be improper to suffer such occasions as the 
present for instruction, for correction, for incitement to righteousness, 
fo pass by unimproved. Our friend, “ being dead, yet speaketh.” 
She calls us to prepare to meet that God before whom she now stands ; 
to rely on that Saviour in whoin she trusted, and by whom we have 
good hope she has been pardoned, sanctified, and presented to the 
Father ; to remember that “no man liveth to himself;” that the time of 
the longest life is short enough for the great business we have to do ; 
for preparing for an eternity of happiness ; for escaping endless suffer- 
ing, the sure penalty of impenitence and unbelief; for knowing our God 
and Saviour, by cultivating his religion in our hearts, and communica- 
ting it, according to our means, to others ; and finally for doing good 
to our fellow men, even ashe has been good to us, and according to 
his instruction, ‘* In as much as ye did it to the least of these my breth. 
ren, ye did it uitome.”’ [t was not known, until two hours since, that 
the deceased would be interred in the cemetery of this church; and 
thus, my brethren, | have been able to offer you only a few desultory 
remarks, on this very interesting occasion. But I was unwilling that 
such a character should descend tothe tomb, without some special evi- 
dence of our sensibility ; that such an opportunity of improvement 
should be suffered to pass wholly neglected. Think of the loss to our 
city, to the poor, to the Christian church, and pray that it may be 
sanctified to you, and that God would, in his mercy, fill up this chasm 
in the wall of piety and virtue. Examine your own hearts. Let this 
worthy lady, not in vain, remind us all of our deficiencies. O may 
we * be followers of them, who, through faith and patience, have in- 
herited the promises.” Look through the gift, to the Giver, through 
the instrument, to the divine Agent. Adore the goodness, and the grace, 
which has raised up, for mankind, the pious and tue benevolent, in 
whose lives we should always trace the power and the mercy of their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 

Mourners, sincere, deep, and, I fear, destined to be long sufferers, 
by this event, what shall I say to you. The Lord gave this true, this 
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generous friend. The same Lord ever liveth. Look to him for comfor 
and support, and a supply of all things needful, for the body and the soul, 
Let it be the language of your hearts, “‘ The Lord gave, and he 
hath taken away.” 

“* Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Our friend is happy, 
and shall we think of our loss, more than of her gain? She hath passed 
to the grave full of years, and of well-merited honour ; honoured by 
the tears of the widow, ard the fatherless, and the church. 

« The Lord gave, and he hath taken away; and blessed be th 
name ef the Lord.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
MASSACHUSETTS, 


Tue annual convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in_ the 
state of Massachusetts was held in St. Paul’s church, Boston, on the 
18th of June, 1823, at which were present, fourteen clergymen an 
twenty lay delegates, the representatives of ten parishes. Great Bar 
rington, I.anesborough and Lenox, Greenfield, Ashfield, Montague an: 


Springfield, Bridgewater, Marshfield, Quincy, Taunton, Cambridge} 


and Trinity church, Boston, were not represented. ‘The Bishop hav 
ing taken the chair, the Rev. Benjamin C. Cutler was elected Secre 
tary, and Matthew S, Parker, Esq. Treasurer of the convention. Th 
standing committee were chosen by nomination, and the Rev. Dr 
Gardiner and Jarvis, the Rev, Isaac Boyle, George Brinley, S. Cod 
man, and T. Clark, Esqrs. who served the last year were re-appointed 

On motion, Resolved, That the Secretary be a committee to examin 
if any unfinished business of the last convention remained to be acte 
on at the present ; and that.the thanks of the convention be returne 
to the Rev. Mr. Boyle, for his sermon, and that he be requested 
furnish a copy of the same, for insertion in the Gospel Advocate. 

On motion of Dudley A. Tyng, Esq. seconded by the Rev. Di 
Jarvis, a committee of five gentlemen of the laity, consisting of Gard 
ner Green, Esq. the Hon. James Lloyd, Dr. Warren, Thomas L. Wir 
throp, Esq. and George Sullivan, Esq., was appointed to consider th 
expediency, and if expedient, the best means of instituting a fund fc 
the relief of the widows and children of clergymen, and to repo 
thereon at the next convention. 

The following gentlemen were appointed delegates to the gene 
convention :—Rev. Dr. Gardiner, Rev. Dr. Jarvis, Rev. Mr. Boyl@ 
Rev. Mr. Strong, John Odin, Esq., Gardiner Green, Esq., Dudley | 
Tyng, Esq., Ralph French, Esq. 

The clergy having been called upon for their parochial repor 
agreeably to the 45th canon, presented the same, of which the follo 
ing is an abstract. . 





lama 





— om » 
~~ oh a Bs Oe a nd ee 





249 


199 ‘op g Ul sudUINYDa}eO ‘op st ur = smeag | LES ‘op PI ul smsndeg 
oc6  saysiued g] ul sjuedtunWWOD soysued g ul sadeuaeyy | Leg soysiued Z| ul saipime,y 
‘uoiejnjyidesay 











































‘auon | ‘payiodaij0N « “4119 “2 * { sapeay Aery sy 7 ¢ aaqsiuiyy Buneroyo ‘WO | 10199y ‘HY ‘suonelAsiqqy 
“joys Aueyr 1 Qcloge|gL [Le |LrslL99 gl "$3 saqoinyy jo Jequinu 2j04 4 
s lee Cees tmior far lt | Flee [ot | sMeqnent ag) 1 ary ‘wospg s1opoayy, -y"7/ uosog ynog 
S [Ee Je ter ai! « joosier (21 joc | « {Anaay) 1 ]q “a seurprey “¢ *g *¢ *Y semi! 
3 H L lie ol 16 (66 06! sineg ‘isi 1] °q ‘*q ‘slasee “gq januieg *Y uoj}sog *9 
= CLIOOS|S j|LI joe | # P sat | uojey esy “Aoy °Y 
S ‘Smysunoy} y lg | 4 | 4] 4 joe an A tT) acini i ; Pleygsie 
S foows -unsee | y lec fr |r ie lox leas.oupuy ig] 1 |$ MOMMA MID “APU “Ul )  “sonouepy] — qinowdyg 
= F jae ‘O°AON Tip | Li die le Away) 7 yuese 4 Jayemaspug S 
fe ee et ooloe as |p [1 les lor *hsagg) 1 peng “9 “fuog say “py founds moun}; 
s -ua syoedsoig || ie [eS |P { jel j09 s.jneg ‘Is) | ajfog lees] ‘aay “Y wegpeg AON 3 
z *snosadsoug|pG vs 2 |e let \¢9 s Asp ig) | Aaneg ry paaypy ‘aay “y U0} MON xasaippiyy| > 
S Sans pseu Fy) . lop | oe |e | 4 (ST §Ayru 7} | jueoe A an3ejuop af 
Sp fn £9 posta ¢ (OF 99 |b | 4 lor ae ‘ none: IS| 1 Buosg sMyiy, “Aey “Y Pega myyyaesy) < 
‘S surezsgoun| # |9S | # | # |6T 8, ugor "IS) I ” 3 
CS layeys quasorg t | diego l¢ | 4} iit | « t s.oied 4S] 1 yueoe A —— é 
06 leg ltt |¢ [03 | » s.neg “IS) ssloy somes ‘aay *y| yoddinqman xassq| ~ 
elel ir jt (¢ (08 | Saeeyor ag} 1 sauor jo] “AYE ‘O] «=—- Peayarqueyy be 
= * ° 
g e 
i 
3 sw0Nsar2990 g z & z g -soyaanny & “SLINNUL TY PUL 610199% sumay, par 419 “sayyuno) = 
F g 5 a E S o> 
= { 8 | é|é : 












































ine 
te 
ne 
| i 
y in 
tb 
ft 
pol 
e 
y lg 
y 
or 
lo 


‘ 

| 
e 
} 
d 
y 
le 
he 
he 
nd 
ar 
iD 
ge 
aN 
re 
‘h 
Yrs 
od 
ec 














250 Relig. Intell.—Massachusetts. [ August, 


The following report was made by the chairman of the standing 


committee : 
REPORT. 

The clerical members of the standing committee, having been di- 
rected by the last annual convention to revise the constitution and 
canons of this Church, and to report to this convention such alterations 
therein as might be rendered necessary or expedient, to render them 
conformable with any new regulations of the diocese, which might be 
adopted at the then ensuing diocesan convention, respectfully report : 

That the alterations in the constitution of the Eastern Diocese, pro- 
posed at the convention. held in Newport, Rhode Island, Sept. 27, 
1820, were unanimously adopted by the convention held at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, Sept. 25, 1822. By these alterations, the 
state of Maine is recognised as a part of the Eastern Diocese, and the 
meetings of the convention are to be held annually instead of biennial- 
ly, and to be composed of all the clergy of the diocese, and a lay 
delegate from each church. 


These alterations not being considered as sufficient, others were § 
proposed ; but, by an article of the constitution, they could not be | 


proposed and acted upon at the same convention. The fol!owing pro- 


posed alterations were therefore ordered to lie over for consideration, | 
at thé next meeting of the convention, to be held at Windsor, in Ver- | 


mont, on the 24th, being the last Wednesday of September, 1823, viz. 
in the second article, that the words ‘‘ each of the states by rotation,” 
be erased, and the words ** such place as shall be agreed upon at the 
preceding convention,” be inserted ; also, that after the words, “ lay 
delegates,” the words ** or delegates not exceeding three,” be insert- 


ed. In article tenth, that the word ‘* annual” be substituted for the | 


word * biennial.”’ 


If these alterations should prevail, it will be perceived that a con- | 


solidation of the Eastern Diocese will be effected ; that provided the 


experiment should not be defeated by unforeseen accidents, it will in 


fact bring the five state conventions together; and that in such a case, 
it will be expedient for the several state conventions so to modify 
their constitutions as to render both the time and place of meeting si- 
multaneous with that of the diocesan convention. As, however, these 
alterations are yet to be acted on, it seems to your committee prema- 
ture to make any alterations, at present, in the constitution of the 
Church in Massachusetts ; more especially as the object to be gained 
by such alteration, may be provided for by adjournment. 

Your committee are confirmed in this opinion, by the consideration 
that the bishop, at the last diocesan convention, recommended a divi- 


sion of the diocese as soon as it can, with propriety, be effected. A | 


late most important decision of the supreme court of the United States 
with regard to certain lands in the state of Vermont, owned bythe 


English Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, a part of | 


the income of which it is understood will be devoted to the support 
of a bishop, will most probably accelerate this event. In this case, 
further alterations will be necessary in the constitution of the diocese. 
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Your committee therefore pray that they may be discharged from 

any further consideration of the subject. Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN S. J. GARDINER, Chairman. 

On motion of Dudley A. Tyng, Esq. secunded by the Rev. Titus 
Strong, the following resolution was past, providing for the establish- 
ment of a diocesan fund. 

Whereas, it is indispensable to provide a fund for defraying the 
necessary expenses of the diocesan and state conventions, and particu- 
larly the expenses of those of the clergy who may have to travel a 
considerable distance to the place of the meeting of the said conven- 
tions ; and whereas, it is also expedient to provide for the payment of 
the necessary expenses of the delegates who shall be sent to the gene- 
ral convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States ; 
it is hereby earnestly recommended to every congregation in this 
state to pay to the treasurer of the convention thereof, on or before 
the day of the annual meeting of the convention, a contribution of not 
less than two per cent on the amount of the respective salaries of their 
} clergymen. One half of the amount thus contributed, if necessary, 
shall be appropriated, under the direction of the convention, exclusive- 
ly towards defraying the necessary expenses of clergymen attending 
the diocesan or state convention from any distance over 20 miles, and 
also the necessary expenses of clerical and lay delegates to the gene- 
ral convention ; and the remainder shall be appropriated to defraying 
contingent expenses. Provided, nevertheless, that no clergyman or 
lay deputy shall be entitled to any provision for travelling expenses, 
whose parish shall not comply with the provisions of this resolution. 
If after the annual expenses are defrayed, any sum be left in the 
treasurer’s hands, it shall be his duty to deposit the same in the 
savings’ bank, or in good and approved stock, that it may become a 
permanent fund for the use of the convention. 
> On motion of the Rev. Mr. Baury, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Jar- 
) vis, it was resolved that this convention approve of the resolution 
adopted by the last diocesan convention, requesting the bishop to as- 
sign to the several rectors of parishes, within the Eastern Diocese, such 
missionary duties as he shall think expedient ; and for the better car- 
) rying that resolution into effect, as far as this state is concerned, re- 

solved, that the bishop be, and he hereby is, requested to assign to the 
several rectors such destitute parishes as it may be expedient for each 
of them to visit ; and that due notice of the same be given to each 
rector, to be communicated to his vestry. 

The bishop was requested to appoint a preacher for the next con- 


: vention. 


> Resolved, That the next annual convention be held in Trinity church, 

> Boston, and that Divine service be commenced at 9 o’clock, A. M. 
_|) The convention then adjourned, the bishop having first concluded 
|) with prayer and the Episcopal benediction. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 





|) Tae intelligence from this state is of the most heart-cheering cha- 


yracter. Ashort account of the condition of the Church from 1816, 
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when it was almost extinct, to the spring of 1820, will be found in p. 
33, of our first volume, to which we refer our readers. The increase 
of the Episcopal Church, in most parts of the Union, must be learned 
from a comparison with its condition a few years ago; not by a com- 
parison with the general population of our country.—In 1817, for ex- 


ample, there were not in all North Carolina more than 4 or 5 organ- - 


ized congregations ; in 1820 there were 10; in 1823 there are 25, 
of which 7 have been admitted into union this year. A few years 
ago, all the communicants in the state did not exceed 50; in 1820, 
there were 350; this year they amount to nearly 500. On the 20th 
of May, the first bishop of North Carolina was consecrated ; and 
now that the Church has an apostolick head, and is complete in her 
organization, we may confidently look for a greater display of that 
Divine goodness and mercy, which has hitherto preserved, under the 
most discouraging circumstances, this remnant of our Zion. We 
hope our readers will turn to our former volumes, and compare the 
statements given from year to year, under the assurance, that we 
shall endeavour to render as accurate an account of each, as the 
documents before us will furnish. 

ANSON couNTY contains but one church—Calvary church, Wadesbo- 
rough. It is now under the pastoral care of the Kev. Thomas 
Wright, who states that besides his regular ministrations in this church, 
he has officiated since June, 1822, once, and sometimes twice a 
month at Sneedsboro’, another town in the same county. About 40 
children attend the Sunday school, at Wadesborough. Mr. George 
Hathaway is also authorized by the standing committee to officiate 
there as lay reader. 

Beavrort county has three churches—St. Thomas’s, Bath, Zion 
church, and Trinity chapel. . These are of recent formation, and 
were admitted into union this year. The Rev. R. J. Mason, rector 
of the church at Newbern, has occasionally visited these churches, and 
in his parochial report he recommends them to the fostering care of 
the convention. The services of a missionary, he observes, would here 
be eminently useful. Mr. James Marsh is appointed lay reader at St. 
Thomas’s, and Mr. Jarvis B. Baxter at Zion church. 


Burke county, St. Andrew’s church, organized during the last 
year, enjoys a portion of the services of the Rev. R. J. Miller, minis- 


ter of Christ church, Rowan county. 

CumBerzanp county, St. John’s church, Fayetteville, the Rev. 
William Hooper, rector. ‘This church was erected in 1819, and the 
congregation, beside supporting its own rector, has contributed this year 
$118 tothe Missionary Society. ‘‘ For the purpose,”’ says the rec. 
tor, ‘of increasing religious knowledge throughout the congregation, 
of promoting a taste for reading, and cherishing a spirit of piety, a 
parochial library has here, as in several of the other churches, been 
begun ; and from the subscriptions and donations already obtained, it 
is hoped this library will soon furnish to the congregation a facility 
ef access to the best religious authors, and offer an encouragement to 
the perusal of them; as well as constitute a permanent library, for 
the use of the pastor of the church—an object to which the attention 





ay earth A aon aa Ca 2 in 


LRN SPELL” He Tah Se 


GEESE, ES a Senge AGAR MG NA 


en 
CT RT a a Battie" 

















ee 
&. 
& 
RS 


: 
| 
4 
: 
& 
x 
ie 








1823.] Relig. Intell.—North Carolina. 253 


of every congregation ought to be directed. There has also been 
formed in the congregation, a society which meets weekly for the 
joint purpose of social prayer, and contributing a small sum to the 
tunds of the Missionary Society. This society, I trust, will be the 
means of promoting the growth of piety, and drawing more closely 
the ties of Christian affection among the members of the congregation. 
Its meetings have not been as well attended as could be wished, but 
tbe revenue of their weekly contributions to the missionary fund has 
amounted, in the course of the year, to 90 dollars, and affords a 
pleasing proof of the ease with which considerable sums may be 
raised {rom very small contributions, regularly made. And if each 
Christian throughout the diocese would, in imitation of St Paul’s 
direction to the churches, resolve to lay by, on the first day of the 
week, a small sum dedicated to God, he would be anak at the 
year’s end, to find accumulated in his sacred treasury, without being 
missed, a sum which he would perhaps have thought himself unable 
to spare. The Sunday school, conducted by members of the 
congregation, is still flourishing. Upon the whole, I trust that a spirit 
of religion is growing among us. Publick worship is well attended, 
and the congregation serious and attentive.’”? We invite the attention 
of our’ readers to these important and seasonable remarks, on the 
an duty of regularly devoting a small sum to the service of Almighty 
God. 

Cuowan county. St. Paul’s church, Edenton, the Rev. John Avery, 
rector. The parochial report mentions nothing but the number of 
baptisms, burials, and communicants. ‘The rector has occasionally 
administered the rites of the Church in the adjacent. counties of 
Washington and Berlin. 

Craven county, Christ church, Newbern. The Rev. Richard S. 
Mason, rector. This church appears to be flourishing. The number 
of baptisms have been sixteen, and the communicants fifty-eight. At 
the bishop’s last visitation, thirty persons were confirmed. 

Epcecomse county, Trinity church, Tarborough. No report of 
this church appears on the journal, nor are we able to ascertain 
whether it has any share in the ministrations of the clergy. 

GRANVILLE couNTY contains two churcbes—St. John’s, Williams- 
borough, and St. Stephen’s, Oxford. The former is under the rectorship 
ofthe Rev. Wm. M. Green ; the latter is of recent formation, having 
been admitted into union the present year. ‘* Thechurch at Williams- 
boro’,”’ says the rector, ‘* which four years ago was a perfect ruin, has 
been thoroughly repaired, and I feel myself in duty bound to state, 
that this has been owing principally tothe active exertions of a few 
ladies of the congregation. At Williamsboro’ I have generally devot- 
ed the afternoon of Sundays to the instruction of the blacks. 

Hairax county, St. Mark’s church, Halifax. No returns. 

IREDELL county, St. Michael’s church. This is under the charge 
of the Rev. R. J. Miller, but his report contains only the aggregate of 
all the churches, with which he is connected. We cannot, therefore, 
state the condition of this church, in particular. 
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Leno country, St. Matthew’s, Kinston. This church is recent- 
ly organized, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Mason, of Newbern, 
who occasionally visits it ; and Mr. Ichabod Wetmore is authorized to 
officiate there, as lay reader. 

Lixcoin county contains three churches—Whitehaven, Smyrna, and 
St. Peter’s. The two former are under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
R. J. Miller. The latter was admitted into union at this convention, 
and appears to have been reared by the missionary labours of the Rev. 
Robert Davis. 

New Hanover county, St. James’s church, Wilmington, the Rev. 
Adam Empie, rector: This appears to be the most numerous and 
flourishing parish in the state. We are pleased to see that minuteness 
of detail in the rector’s report, which we have hitherto vainly hoped 
for, and without which no general view of the Church can be given, that 
will be satisfactory. We therefore insert the whole of his report ; ob- 


_serving merely that we should have wished to have seen the number 


of families stated; and also the relative proportion of male and 
female communicants. 


Baptisms, - : : wt ile - - - 12 

Marriages, - - - - - - - : 7 

Burials, - - - - 18 
Of which only 9 belonged to the paris. 

Communicants - - - 137 


Since our last report, 15 bins hoes added ; but dustin and re- 
movals have more than counterbalanced the increase. 








The number of white adults in this parish is about 200 
Number of children, about 130 
Number of coloured persons of all ages, 100 
Number of children in the Sunday school, 100 

COLLECTIONS. 
In church, for the convention fund, § 26 60 
do. for the Missionary Society, 34 75 
Received for do. from the Prayer Book and Missionary 
Society 12 00 
Received for do. from Ladies’ working Association 20 00 
By annual subscriptions of Julius Walker and Dr. De 
Rosset 4 00 
Amount of missionary coliection, 70 75 


The state of the congregation continues the same as last reported. 
In compliance with the recommendation of the last convention, a 
cent society has been established for the benefit of the missionary 
fund. 

Orance county, two churches—St. Jude’s and St. Mary’s; both 
under the care of the Rev. Robert Davis. These churches are proba- 
bly very small; as no returns, save a single baptism in each, are given, 
Mr. Walker Anderson is lay reader in St. Mary’s, and parts adjacent. 
Prrt county. Grace chapel. ‘l’his church has been once visited by 
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the Rev. Mr. Mason, of Newbern, and Mr. Joel Patrick has been 
authorized, by the standing committee, to officiate as lay reader. 

Rowan county, two churches—Christ church and St. Peter’s, Lex- 
ington ; both supplied by the missionary labours of the Rev. R. J. Mil- 
ler, and the Rev. Robert Davis. We notice that both these clergy- 
men have returned the same number of baptisms in Christ church, 
viz. 16. The return of St. Peter’s is 22; of which 6 were adults: 
the burials in each have been 4. The number of communicants, and 
indeed all other particulars respecting these churches, are not stated. 

Wake county. Christ church, Raleigh. The Rev. Mr, Green appears 
hitherto to have had the charge of this church ; but we understand 
that it is henceforth to be under the special charge of the bishop, who 
is to reside at Raleigh. A benevolent lady, we are informed, be- 
queathed a legacy of 14000 dollars, lately, for purposes, which admit 
of the appropriation of part to the erection of a church in this place ; 
and, as it is the seat of government, it appears to be judiciously 
chosen for tbe Episcopal residence. 

Warren county. Emmanuel church, Warrenton. ‘* At Warrenton,’ 
says the Rev. Mr. Green,‘‘ a neat and commodious church has been erect- 
ed, which was opened with appropriate services on the 8th of August 
last. ‘The Sunday school in this place is still kept up by the unre- 
mitted activity and benevolence of the females of the congregation.” 

We have had occasion frequently to Jament the want of minuteness 
and accuracy in parochial reports. If every clergyman would con- 
sider the county in which he lives, (especially while there are so 
few, rarely more than one in each,) as the field of his labours, we 
might have an accurate report of every individual who professes bim- 
self to be attached to our Church. In this way we might arrive at 
some certainty in our estimate of the annual amount and increase of 
our numbers. It is obvious that our abstracts must be defective, 
when the sources are so from which we derive all our information. 
It costs us no little labour to put together the scattered members ; but 
itis a labour which is hardly perceived by the reader, and draws 
from him at most only a cold assent to our general accuracy. Some- 
times the reverse is the case, and we are blamed for the faults of 
others. ‘‘ There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say 
to us, make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the 
fault is in thine own people.” From the force of this remark, how- 
ever, North Carolina may, in some measure, plead an exemption ; for 
the convention has adopted a mode of procedure, which, if generally 
adopted and accurately executed, would greatly relieve us. We al- 
lude to the report on the state of the Church. ‘The most of this docu- 
ment we proceed to lay before our readers. 

“On reviewing,” say the committee, “‘ the parochial reports of the last 
year, and comparing them with those of the preceding year, we find 
that many have been added to our communion ; and that, without ex- 
ception, each individual parish appears to be in a flourishing condition. 
The establishment of parish libraries appears to be engaging the at- 
tention of the clergy, and it is a measure which the committee cannot 
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too highly recommend to every congregation. The Sunday schools 
which have heretofore been established, are reported, by the rectors 
of the respective churches, as still receiving the attention of the pious, 
and they hope, the blessing of the Almighty. 

‘*The missionaries who have been employed by this convention 
during the last year, report favourably of the prospects of the Church 
in that section of the state in which they have laboured. The com- 
mittee would remind the members of the Church throughout the state, 
as well as those here present, that for our past success, particularly 
in the western part of this state, we have been indebted (under God) 
to the exertions of a few zealous missionaries. ‘The members of our 
communion are so scattered throughout the different sections of the 
state, that missionary labour is the only possible method of supplying 
their call for the ordinances of the Church. These scattered sheep 
should not be neglected. The committee, therefore, would recom- 
mend, not only to this convention, but to the Church at large, the 
propriety of increased exertions and increased liberality in behalf of 
the Missionary Society. 

** At this convention, seven new congregations have been admitted 
into union with the Church in this state: most of them are from the 
eastern part of the diocese. ‘The number of communicants, belonging 
to the Church in this state, is 480, as reported ; though the exact num- 
ber, or the increase since last year, cannot be correctly ascertained, 
owing to the fact that a great part of the congregations, not having the 
benefit of regular ministrations, their true state cannot be reported. 
The baptisms during the last year have been about 200. Our friendly 
intercourse with the Lutheran synod still continues, and may it long 
continue. A representation from that body has appeared in the con- 
vention, and we hope to draw still more closely the bonds which have, 
ior some time, connected us.” 

We omit the remainder of the report, which recommends the elec- 
tion of a bishop, that we may proceed at once to state, what we have 
already announced, the unanimous election, and subsequent consecra- 
tion of Dr. Jonn Stank Ravenscrort, AS THE FIRST BIsHoP OF NorTH 
Carouina. This last important event took place during the session 
of the general convention in Philadelphia, on Thursday, May 22, 
1823, in St. Paul’s church, in that city. We hail it, as most pro- 
pitious to this rising diocese, and to the whole Church. God, in his 
providence, has raised up one who is mighty in the word and doc- 
trine, and who will labour for the salvation of the souls of men. To 
him be all the praise and all the glory. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
Tue thirty-ninth convention of this diocese was held in St. James’s 
church, in the city of Lancaster, from Tuesday, the 13th, to Thurs- 
day, the 15th of May, 1823. ‘The following is an abstract of the 


parochial reports. 
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Recapitulation. 
Baptisms in 25 parishes 548 
Marriages in 18 do. 131 
Burials in 18 do, 348 
Communicants in 25 do. 1478 
Sunday scholars in 11 do. 1582 


Sianding committee and council of advice—Rev. Mr. Boyd, Rev. 
Mr. Kemper, Rev. Mr. Bedeil, Rey. Dr. Abercrombie,Rev. Mr. Allen, 
of the clergy, and Messrs. Dale, Read, Commigys, and Wheeler, of 
the laity. 

The whole amount of the Episcopal fund, in six per cent stock, 
is $7733,09. 

There has been an increase of three presbyters since the last 
report ; the clergy now consisting of the bishop, twenty-nine pres- 
byters and four deacons. Of these, twenty-six have the cure of 
souls. The number of congregations in Philadelphia county, are 13, 
and in Northumberland 1. There has been a new congregation form- 
ed at Greensburg, in Westmoreland connty, and this with St. Stephen’s 
and St. Andrew’s churches in Philadelphia, were admitted into union 
by the convention. In ali the other counties, the number of churches 
is the same as in our last report in the August number for 1822, to 
which, with the corrections p. 360, of vol. ii. we refer our readers. 
The toial number of congregations this yearis 44 in 20 counties. Fif- 
teen of the clergy were absent, and 22 congregations only were repre- 
sented by 34 lay delegates. We observe that the Rey. Mr. Bausman 
is mentioned, p. 5, and p. 29, as officiating in the churches in Fayette 
county, and these are mentioned by the bishop, p. 10, as being at 
Brownsville and Connelsville. These churches are not, however, 
enumerated in the list of congregations which we have copied from 
pp. 26, 27. We know not how to account for this, and must request 
our attentive correspondent, who corrected our mistakes the last year, 
to furnish us with an expianation. 

Episcopal Acts, 
Confirmations, (the places and times of confirmation are not 

specified, ) . » tT. . - - - - 210 
Ordinations, priest’s orders only, - -  . 
Candidates. One only admitted during the last year, W il 

liam Levington, a coloured man, who is to take charge of 

St. Thomas’s church, rea, - - - - i 
Churches consecrated, - - - - - - 2 

The corner stone of a small pean about a mile from Philadelphia, 
at Francisville was laid by the bishop, October 17, 1822. It is not 
yet completed, but is to be called after the name of St. Matthew. 

We proceed to give some exiracts from the bishop’s address, as ex- 
hibiting his sentimenis on the important subjects of bible societies, 
provision for the support of the episcopate and the further endow- 
ment of the general theological seminary. 

** My confidence is still possessed by the bible society of Philadel- 
phia ; to which it will be continued, so long as they shall continue to 
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act on the ground of their original organization. It has been said, 
that in some societies, formed under the profession of the same object, 
of distributing the bible without note or comment, other objects have 
been associated ; perhaps with a pious design, but inconsistent with 
promise pledged, and tending to aggravate, instead of diminishing the 
differences subsisting among Christian people. 

‘* Every lapse of a year increases my solicitude to hold up, as a very 
important object, the creating of a fund for the support of a future 
bishop. I suppose it to be generally understood, that I have no per- 
sonal interest in the subject ; but it would be a gratification to me to 
foresee, that my successor, detached from parochial concerns, will 
have it in his power to bestow all his labours on the work of the epis- 
copacy ; and thus be more efficient in the latter line, than has been 
possible in my case, on account of my parochial engagements. Hav- 
ing passed my seventy-fifth year, it is what ought to remind me that 
although my health and strength, under a merciful Providence, are 
equal to what they have been at any period of my life, there must, 
ere long, be a decline of body, and perhaps of mind, even in the un- 
certain event of there being still a lengthening of my days. 

* It has appeared to me, that the instituting of a theological seminary 
has been met by the general approbation of the members of our Church, 
and yet there does not seem to exist a due consideration of the ex- 
pense necessary for the conducting of it on a plan adequate to its ime 
portance. In addition to this, the liberal bequest of a publick-spirited 
member of our Church in the state of New York, seems to have been 
considered by some, as almost sufficient for satisfying of the call on the 
generosity of the publick. ‘This is a mistake, as must be known by 
those who are conversant in the construction of institutions of the de- 
scription stated. It is to be hoped, that further information will pro- 
duce more correct habits of thinking on the subject ; an issue which 
may be effected by statements of the clergy, and of influential gentle- 
men of the laity, as opportunities may offer.” 

On the subject of missionary labours, we are pleased to see the 
eminently catholick spirit of the venerable bishop, who, while he pro- 
perly gives the precedence to the wants of his own diocese, in all ap- 
peals to the liberality of its members, is not unmindful of the wants of 
other parts of the union, or unsolicitous with regard to the general ex- 
tension of the gospel. ‘‘ It is a matter,” he observes, “ known to 
those who are prominent in the concerns of our Church in this state, 
and doubtless the same is felt in other sections of the Union, that we 
receive most pressing entreaties for the extension of beneficence be- 
yond our respective bounds ; especially to the scattered Episcopa- 
lians, who have seated themselves in the states which have derived 
their existence from the federal union. There is also a sentiment 
considerably prevalent, that it has become a Christian duty, to add 
our efforts to the many recently put forth, as well in America as in 
Europe, for the evangelizing of heathen nations. In my last annual 
communication, there was stated the fact, of there having been or- 
gahized a society by the publick wisdom of our Church, for domestick 
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and foreign missions, It has also been thought proper, to make the 
city of Philadelphia, in this state, the seat from which the combined 
energies are to be put forth. Your bishop is aware of the weight of 
the claims lying on us, from the many places within our own diocese, 
destitute of the means of grace. He, however, considers it as his duty 
to declare the opinion that the objects stated have also their claims on us 
not to be disregarded, consistently with the extensive requisitions of 
Christian charity. It will be seen on attention to the constitution of 
the society, that evéry contributor has his choice of pouring his boun- 
ty either into the channel of the domestick, or into that of the foreign 
object ; and while the opinion is here expressed, that the former was 
designed to be the most prominent, it is with the expectation, that in 
the disposal of what the publick liberality may supply without the re- 
straint of appropriation, the society will regard the latter object also, 
in proportion to the means with which they may be furnished.” 

The bishop having referred to the report of a committee appointed 
by the last convention, to confer with him in making provision for 
destitute congregations, we proceed to present the following extract 
from their report. ‘‘ The committee appointed by the Jast conven- 
tion to consult with the bishop upon some mode for supplying the va- 
cant congregations in this state with occasional services, &c. beg leave 
to report that very soon after the adjournment of the convention, a 
plan was formed, by which each vacant congregation, and each vicini- 
ty where it was supposed a few Episcopalians could be found, might 
be visited from 3 to 4 times in the course of the year. This arrange- 
ment required that each clergyman in the state should devote two or 
three Sundays to missionary purposes. The plan received the appro- 
bation of the bishop, and was acted upon for some time with consider- 
able effect. A correspondence was opened with most of the clergy of 
he diocese ; several of them had made one or more journeys, and 
others were preparing to go, when the committee felt it their duty, 
though with great reluctance, to limit, as far as possible, their future 
operations.—A communication from the treasurer of the convention ar- 
rested their attention. They applied to the bishop and his council fot 
advice, and immediately determined that no new arrangements should 
be made. This step was taken on the 13th of last Dec. on the fol- 
lowing account : The committee, in making their plan, found it neces- 
sary, in order to accomplish the wish of the convention, that several 
clergymen should travel a considerable distance. Some of the most 
interesting and promising of our new congregations are a great way 
off from the residence of any parochial minister. Visits to these mem- 
bers of our Church proved to be more expensive than was expected. 
‘The demands upon the treasury were increasing, and it was greal- 
ly feared that the accomplishment of the whole design would exhaust 
the funds before the meeting of the convention should arrive. 

‘* Although, therefore, all that the committee had anticipated has 
not been accomplished, they are gratified in stating that much good 
has been done.” 

The reports of the clergy who visited these vacant churches are in 
general very interesting ; but we are compelled to postpone them 
till our next number. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Tre Rev. Andrew Fowler, of Charleston, South Carolina, has late- 
ly published a small tract for the use of Sunday schools, entitled 
* The Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, in Question and Answer, con- 
firmed by Proofs out of Holy Scripture.” Mr, F. has been long known 
as a faithful labourer in the Christian vineyard, and has been pecu- 
liarly successful in the communication of catechetical instruction. He 
was the superintendent of the first Sunday school established in 
Charleston, in 1817, which was continued by him till the Ist of 
January, 1820, when, upon his resignation, the school was divided 
among the three Episcopal churches of that city. While he was en- 
gaged in this employment, he compiled the catechism which we now 
take pleasure in announcing to our readers. Each article is first 
given at full length ; after which it is broken into short questions and 
answers ; and the texts of scripture are quoted on which every ex- 
pression of the article is founded. We propose hereafter to give 
some extracts for which we have at present no room. We content 
ourselves, therefore, with remarking, that we think the treatise especial- 
ly seasonable at the present moment, that our youth may be furnished 
with a complete antidote to the sophistry so confidently and common- 
ly uttered about human creeds and articles. 





Famity Prayer Boox. The two first numbers of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Brownell’s Family Prayer Book have been published ; and 
most fully answer the high expectations which were formed of its 
value. At some future day, we propose to give a more extensive notice 
of this work than we can do at this time. Our limits, at present, only 
permit us to express the great satisfaction with which we have read 
that part which is already published ; and to recommend it particu. 
larly to the attention of all our readers who have not already sub- 
scribed for it. The history which this work gives of the origin of the 
customs and observances of our Church, and the explanation of their 
design ; the elucidation of the arguments by which its doctrines are 
supported ; and, above all, the spirit of piety which runs through it, 
the constant exhibition of the truths of the gospel, and the illustration 
of the tendency of the several parts of our liturgy to promote a de- 
yout spirit, and a pure and holy life, render it exceedingly valuable 
to all who would maintain our excellent ‘* form of doctrine,” and 
would make it the means of promoting the ‘‘ power of godliness” in 
their own hearts. 

_ The work will be completed in seven numbers of 100 pages each, 
in quarto. The price is one dollar a number. 


OBITUARY. 


Tue Rev. Jordan Gray, of this diocese, lately deceased, was born 
in Arlington, Vermont. From his youth he was impressed with a 


detp sense of the importance of religion. He was a young man of 


unquestionable integrity, and could be charged with no vice. 
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and foreign missions. It has also been thought proper, to make the 
city of Philadelphia, in this state, the seat from which the combined 
energies are to be put forth. Your bishop is aware of the weight of 
the claims lying on us, from the many places within our own diocese, 
destitute of the means of grace. He, however, considers it as his duty 
to declare the opinion that the objects stated have also their claims on us 
not to be disregarded, consistently with the extensive requisitions of 
Christian charity. It will be seen on attention to the constitution of 
the society, that evéry contributor has his choice of pouring his boun- 
ty either into the channel of the domestick, or into that of the foreign 
object ; and while the opinion is here expressed, that the former was 
designed to be the most prominent, it is with the expectation, that in 
the disposal of what the publick liberality may supply without the re- 
straint of appropriation, the society will regard the latter object also, 
in proportion to the means with which they may be furnished.” 

The bishop having referred to the report of a committee appointed 
by the last convention, to confer with him in making provision for 
destitute congregations, we proceed to present the following extract 
from their report. ‘* The committee appointed by the Jast conven- 
tion to consult with the bishop upon some mode for supplying the va- 
cant congregations in this state with occasional services, &c. beg leave 
to report that very soon after the adjournment of the convention, a 
plan was formed, by which each vacant congregation, and each vicini- 
ty where it was supposed a few Episcopalians could be found, might 
be visited from 3 to 4 times in the course of the year. This arrange- 
ment required that each clergyman in the state should devote two or 
three Sundays to missionary purposes. The plan received the appro- 
bation of the bishop, and was acted upon for some time with consider- 
able effect. A correspondence was opened with most of the clergy of 
he diocese ; several of them had made one or more journeys, and 
others were preparing to go, when the committee felt it their duty, 
though with great reluctance, to limit, as far as possible, their future 
operations.——A communication from the treasurer of the convention ar- 
rested their attention. They applied to the bishop and his council for 
advice, and immediately determined that no new arrangements should 
be made. This step was taken on the 13th of last Dec. on the fol- 
lowing account : The committee, in making their plan, found it neces- 
sary, in order to accomplish the wish of the convention, that several 
clergymen should travel a considerable distance. Some of the most 
interesting and promising of our new congregations are a great way 
off from the residence of any parochial minister. Visits to these mem- 
bers of our Church proved to be more expensive than was expected. 
‘The demands upon the treasury were increasing, and it was great- 
ly feared that the accomplishment of the whole design would exhaust 
the funds before the meeting of the convention should arrive. 

‘** Although, therefore, all that the committee had anticipated has 
not been accomplished, they are gratified in stating that much good 
has been done.” 

The reports of the clergy who visited these vacant churches are in 
general very interesting ; but we are compelled to postpone them 
till our next number. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue Rev. Andrew Fowler, of Charleston, South Carolina, has late- 
ly published a small tract for the use of Sunday schools, entitled 
* The Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, in Question and Answer, con- 
firmed by Proofs out of Holy Scripture.” Mr. F. has been long known 
as a faithful labourer in the Christian vineyard, and bas been pecu- 
liarly successful in the communication of catechetieal instruction. He 
was the superintendent of the first Sunday school established in 
Charleston, in 1817, which was continued by him till the Ist of 
January, 1820, when, upon his resignation, the school was divided 
among the three Episcopal churches of that city. While he was en- 
gaged in this employment, he compiled the catechism which we now 
take pleasure in announcing to our readers. Each article is first 
given at full length ; after which it is broken into short questions and 
answers ; and the texts of scripture are quoted on which every ex- 
pression of the article is founded. We propose hereafter to give 
some extracts for which we have at present no room. We content 
ourselves, therefore, with remarking, that we think the treatise especial- 
ly seasonable at the present moment, that our youth may be furnished 
with a complete antidote to the sophistry so confidently and common- 
ly uttered about human creeds and articles. 





Famity Prayer Boox. The two first numbers of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Brownell’s Family Prayer Book have been published ; and 
most fully answer the high expectations which were formed of its 
value. At some future day, we propose to give a more extensive notice 
of this work than we can doat this time. Our limits, at present, only 
permit us to express the great satisfaction with which we have read 
that part which is already published ; and to recommend it particu. 
larly to the attention of all our readers who have not already sub- 
scribed for it. The history which this work gives of the origin of the 
customs and observances of our Church, and the explanation of their 
design ; tbe elucidation of the arguments by which its doctrines are 
supported ; and, above all, the spirit of piety which runs through it, 
the constant exhibition of the truths of the gospel, and the illustration 
of the tendency of the several parts of our liturgy to promote a de- 
vout spirit, and a pure and holy life, render it exceedingly valuable 
to all who would maintain our excellent ‘* form of doctrine,” and 
would make it the means of promoting the ‘ power of godliness” in 
their own hearts. 

The work will be completed in seven numbers of 100 pages each, 
in quarto. The price is one dollar a number. 


OBITUARY. 


Tue Rey. Jordan Gray, of this diocese, lately deceased, was born 
in Arlington, Vermont. From his youth he was impressed with a 
deep sense of the importance of religion. He was a young man of 
unquestionable integrity, and could be charged with no vice. 
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In the autumn of 1817, Mr. Gray became more deeply engaged in 
the service of his divine Master; and notwithstanding he had now a 
family, and but little property, he could not be dissuaded from the 
attempt to prepare himself for the gospe] ministry. After his stead- 
fast determination became fully known, some exertions were made to 
assist him. In the spring of 1819, he removed to a neighbouring 
town, where he was employed by a destitute congregation, as a lay 


‘reader. In this service he continued for more than two years, dili- 


gently-engaged in improving his mind, and in doing good among the 
people. ‘Towards the end of 1821, he presented himself for deacon’s 
orders ; and, though his literary acquiremenis were scanty, yet such 
were his endowments of nature and grace, that there was no hesita- 
tion in admiiting bim to the sacred ollice. 

Within a few months from the time of his ordination, he was settled 
in the parishes oi Berkshire and Montgomery, in the north part of the 
state, and soon assisted in organizing another parish in the adjoining 
town of Enosburgh. In this situation he had laboured but litthe more 
than a year, when, in the height of his activity and usefulness, and 
while enjoying the full confidence and affection of the people under 
his care, he was suddenly removed from his earthly toils to his heaven- 
ly rest. On the 7th of April last, being called to attend the funeral 
of a child at some distance from home, he had occasion to pass a con- 
siderable river, which was much raised by a recent freshet, and the 
bridge carried away. With two other men, and a lad of about four- 
teen, he attempted the passage in a small canoe. As soon as*they 
reached the main current of the stream, they were all thrown instantly 
into the river. The other two men, with some difficulty, reached the 
shore ; and it appears probable that Mr. Gray, if he had been unen- 
cumbered, might have done the same. But, as he fell into the water, 
the boy clasped around him, and both soon disappeared. Nearly 
six weeks after the melancholy event, the body of Mr. Gray was taken 
up about two miles down the river; but the body of the lad had not 
then been found. Thus a faithful and promising young clergyman has 
been suddenly taken away ; three parishes, that had anticipated much 
prosperity under his care, are left destitute ; and, what is above all 
things affecting, a wife and two children, who had a fair prospect of 
a competent and respectable support, are thrown into complete indi- 
gence, and must depend on friends for subsistence. 

The time is short. Let ministers improve the moments as they 


pass ; and let the people profit by the ministry of the word, and the 


means of grace ; for soon all these privileges will be taken away, and 
every one’s account will be sealed up for judgment.~ 


=~ 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Lines to the Evening, with to the Morning Star, and several other communica- 
tions, are unavoidably deferred. 
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